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Dear Kenneth

Private Members Bill to Introduce Protection for Regional Parks from Industrial Development - Consultation
Please find attached our response to your consultative document and questionaire.

As I am sure you are already aware, we are an ordinary bunch of people who are not an anti-windfarm organisation but totally committed to defending Regional Parks from inappropriate industrial development which has to include windfarms.
Yours sincerely

Nigel Willis

Chairman

Save Your Regional Park campaign

www.saveyourregionalpark.com
Save Your Regional Park campaign’s response to Kenneth Gibson MSP’s Consultation Questions 7th July 2009
	1            For what reasons should regional parks be afforded special protection?



	
	Because at present there is currently no protection which is totally against the ‘spirit’ of the three established Regional Parks. SPP6 (Renewable Energy) provides no protection and neither does the new combined SPP consultative document.


	
	A
	Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park (CMRP) established by the Secretary of State in 1981.  Clyde Valley Regional Plan prepared in 1946 by Sir Patrick Abercrombie & R H Matthew showed the park area as an area proposed for access. Prior to Local Government reorganisation in 1974-75, the County of Renfrew had proposed the Renfrew Heights as a Regional Park & Regional Scenic Area. Strathclyde Regional Report (1976) & the first Strathclyde Structure Plan had the area as a proposed Regional Park & Regional Scenic Area and using the 1981 Countryside (Scotland) Act led to the Secretary of State’s approval in 1981. The act describes Regional Parks as large areas of countryside, parts of which are available for informal countryside recreation. 


	
	B
	Pentland Hills Regional Park (PHRP) & Lomond Hills Regional Park (LHRP) established 1986

All the Regional Parks were set up before National parks were established because of the need for ‘green lung areas’ close to the 3 million people in the industrial and commercial central belt of Scotland. They had to be easily accessed by public transport and provide a feeling of remoteness. Anyone who knows the areas would agree that the choices made were good from every point of view.



	
	C
	CMRP’s aims are:- 
To conserve and enhance the natural beauty. biodiversity and cultural heritage of Clyde Muirshiel Park.

To encourage and enable learning, understanding and enjoyment of Clyde Muirshiel Park.

To promote and foster environmentally sustainable development for the social and economic well-being of the people and communities within the Clyde Muirshiel Park area.



	
	D
	PHRP aims are:-

To retain the essential character of the hills as a place for the peaceful enjoyment of the countryside 
Caring for the hills so that the landscape and the habitat is protected and enhanced 

Within this caring framework to encourage responsible public enjoyment of the hills

Co-ordination of these aims so that they can co-exist with farming and other land uses within the park.


	
	E
	Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) on Regional Parks:-  
All refer to the wider wish to facilitate both the appropriate understandings and enjoyment of the countryside and the integration of this with the other uses of the area, such as farming, forestry and other development, with the context of maintaining and enhancing a quality natural heritage setting. This type of approach is fully consistent with thinking about countryside management, as it has developed over the last 20 years. Regional Parks have indeed been to the fore in applying this more integrated approach in Scotland  


	The reason for the urgent need to protect Parks from industrial development is clear from the above because CMRP has been under severe attack from industrial developers wanting to establish windfarms. Because of the lack of protection, 22 huge turbines have already been granted permission within the park and should any more applications be granted the very integrity of CMRP would be at risk. (60 more turbines still at the planning stage)

When Regional Parks were established nobody foresaw this attack by industrial developers, otherwise it is fair to assume that protective legislation would have been incorporated. 



	2
	Do you have a view on what industrial development should encompass?


	
	We would suggest that all commercial industrial processes whether it be manufacturing or power generation should be banned. Exceptions would be micro renewable energy  production, small scale turbines for use by agricultural businesses or other small businesses, for their own use even though any small surplus electricity production may be sold via the National Grid and small unobtrusive hydro-electric schemes. 


	
	A
	There is no need for industrial development in parks. There are currently many areas zoned for industry that can be used and when it comes to windfarms, area Structure Plans and Council Local Plans provide adequate areas recommended for windfarms. These Structure Plans have all been approved by the Scottish Government and should therefore be supported by Government and Ministers should not overturn planning decisions of Councils when the decision to reject the application is based on Structure and Local Plans previously passed.



	
	B
	The presumed developments to take place within Regional Parks are agricultural, forestry, tourism etc. The conversion of outdated and otherwise useless farm outbuildings into farm shops, craft workshops, studios or cottages etc should be acceptable. 



	
	A Regional Park is a park and should not be turned into an industrial estate.


	3
	In what ways have industrial developments adversely affected your visit to any of Scotland’s Regional Parks?


	
	Visits to PHRP & LHRP are currently not adversely affected by industrial development but the southern part of CMRP is now blighted by 8 giant wind turbines and all the roads, powerlines, quarries, electrical substation etc built within the park. The building of 14 more wind turbines and associated infrastructure have been given approval by Scottish Ministers (Kelburn windfarm) which will create an even larger blighted area south of the A760. Needless to say these windfarms will also be highly visible from a very large proportion of the park north and east of the A760 and will also be highly visible from the A760, the main tourist route from Glasgow and Paisley to Largs.


	
	A
	Wardlaw Wood windfarm (6 x 125m turbines) was given approval by North Ayrshire Council, probably because they were unaware, at that time, just how much of an adverse visual impact this would have in the park.  



	
	B
	Ardrossan windfarm was given approval by North Ayrshire Council to extend into the park with 2 turbines. This was done very much on the basis that the visual impact of the existing windfarm immediately outside the park border would only be worsened very slightly.



	
	C
	At the Kelburn windfarm PLI, the representative of the Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan team, while being cross-examined, admitted that the Wardlaw Wood visual and environmental impact was very considerably worse than had been anticipated at the time of scoping and planning.



	
	D
	The CMRP Authority opposed the planning applications for all windfarms with the exception of the two turbine extension by the Ardrossan windfarm. This was on the basis that the damage had already been done in the area.



	
	E
	People visiting the Wardlaw Wood area of CMRP have been told to go away because it wasn’t safe to be there. This is absurd in a Regional Park. 



	
	F
	Thousands of people, including the most dedicated supporters of wind energy, have told us that they do not think that wind turbines should be in the park. This will inevitably have a detrimental affect on this tourist area, so popular with visitors by land and sea. The Firth of Clyde is a major sailing and motor boating area, largely based on the unspoilt hills surrounding it. Change this and many have told us that they will base their boats elsewhere, with lost income to the successful and burgeoning marine leisure businesses along the Clyde coast.

 

	
	G
	The cross party Community Councils with which we have been in touch are united in their opposition to windfarms in CMRP as they fear the consequences on the tourist based businesses that have built up so successfully in the last 25 years or so, replacing many heavy industry jobs.

 

	4
	Do you think the Scottish Government is doing enough to maintain and protect Scotland’s regional parks?  If not, what are your recommendations?


	
	The Government is definitely not doing enough to protect the Regional Parks. It appears that now that there are two National Parks, (one of which was previously a Regional Park), Regional Parks have been downgraded in the minds of the Scottish Government Planners and this is a very wrong attitude. 


	
	A
	At the recently held 3rd  AGM of the Save Your Regional Park Campaign (SYRP), in reference to Regional Parks, the expression ‘hallowed ground’ was used by a senior SNH person.  This is an excellent way of describing these areas and the lack of protection afforded is disgraceful for a country that has signed up to the European Landscape Convention



	
	B
	This proposed Private members Bill needs to make it crystal clear that industrial development in National or Regional Parks, or any other parks for that matter, will not be allowed. It needs to be made clear to developers that they need to respect the importance of these special places for the informal recreation of people living in and visiting, the Central Belt together with the protection of wildlife. Parks are far too important to be industrially developed.

 

	
	C
	The new combined SPP should also make a clear statement that parks are not to be used for industrial development including windfarms. The ‘knock on effect’ would be:- 

that Structure Plan and Local Plan writers would know where they are, 

Developers would know there was no point in making applications,

Local authorities and government departments would save an enormous amount of tax payers money

The Park authority management (in CMRP’s case anyway) would save about 25% of their time and cost on not having to deal with windfarm matters.

Community Council people who give of their time would not have to waste time on these matters

Organisations like SYRP, whose people devote a totally unreasonable amount of time to protecting the parks could use their time constructively for setting up voluntary support organisations which have been so useful elsewhere, both in manpower and finance raising terms.  



	
	Sybil Simpson, on behalf of SYRP (Ladymoor Wind Factory Action Group as it was called then), submitted Petition No 1095 to the Scottish Government Petition Committee in November 2007 calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to provide greater protection for the National and Regional Parks of Scotland from industrialisation, including wind farms and their associated quarries, roads, cable trenches and sub-stations. 
The Petition is still live and the cross-party committee members appear to be supportive. However, the Government responses to the committee’s questions have been evasive in the extreme and despite this petition and our responses to a variety of planning consultations, there is still no sign of protection for parks. We hope that this Private members Bill will result in the protection so badly needed and that while it is proceeding through the Parliamentary process, some form of moratorium on industrial development in the parks could be established.  


	5
	Do you foresee any unintended consequences related to the restriction of industrial development in regional parks?


	
	No, nothing but good consequences for all concerned, the people and future generations and even developers who would know where they stood for the first time.



	6
	Any further comments you would like to make on my proposal?



	
	We wish you every success with the various stages of the Bill’s progress through Parliament and believe that you will have cross-party support. People are fed up with the lack of clarity resulting from the ambiguous SPP6 and the new combined SPP consultative document and there is no better time to bring in the much needed protection for parks than now.
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"A true conservationist is a man who knows that the world is not given by 


his fathers, but borrowed from his children"


 


John J Audebon 1785-1851
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