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Wind Hydrogen Ltd (WHL) are on the warpath again

Having said at the AGM on 23rd May that WHL were ominously quiet, an announcement of public meetings has been made by them in the 30th May edition of the Ardrossan & Saltcoats Herald! A new proposal for 24 turbines, 5 Km north of Kilbirnie, on either side of the River Garnock, in Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park (CMRP), to be called Wings Law Windfarm together with a Hydrogen plant at Lochshore Business Park in Glengarnock. 

WHL will hold exhibitions as follows:-
Kilbirnie – Radio City – Thurs 7th June, 11am to 8pm 

Howwood – Village Hall – Fri 8th June, 2pm to 8pm 

Dalry – Community Centre – Sat 9th June, 11.00am to 6pm 

Beith – Community Centre – Wed 13th June, 11.00am to 8pm
Lochwinnoch – McKillop Institute – Fri 15th June, 11.00am to 8pm 

For more spin on the proposals see
http://www.wind-hydrogen.com/Citrus%20(Windfarm%208pp%20A5).pdf

Important Reminder of the Ladymoor Windfarm update we printed in our Newsletter No 4 in  Dec’ 2006. It was based on an address to an audience of  Community Council representatives from around the perimeter of CMRP – we repeat the article
Many of you will have seen that Wind Hydrogen Limited have announced a reduction in size of their windfarm proposal at Ladymoor from 125 turbines to 24. In some quarters this has been presented as good news for those who have been objecting to windfarm proposals in the Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park. It is not and people should not be misled by this announcement. It is a tactical ploy and was fully explained by WHL’s consultant at a meeting of Community Council representatives from Renfrewshire, East Renfrewshire, Inverclyde and North Ayrshire held in Paisley Town Hall on 31 October.

 At this meeting, Mr Peter McLellan, a consultant employed to advise WHL on the best way forward, made a presentation concerning the advice that he had given and which had been accepted by the developer. The process went like this. WHL were in trouble having put forward a massive scheme for 125 of the largest 410ft  (125m) high turbines, not only within the Regional Park, but overlapping in great measure with a proposed Special Protection Area (pSPA) and Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). This was a battle they could not win but a lot of money had been expended and even more was at stake. How could they get out of this self inflicted mess?

Step 1: Pull out of the pSPA and SSSI;

Step 2: Reduce the number of turbines from 125 to 24;

Step 3: Put all the turbines in one local authority area (ie North Ayrshire) to minimise the complications posed by the large scheme which crossed local authority boundaries;

Step 4: Reduce the size of the turbines from the 125 metre high models to the 95 metre high models thus reducing the output to 2MW per turbine bringing the scheme down to 48MW output. This would make the submission a Planning Application to North Ayrshire Council rather than an application under the Electricity Acts to Scottish Ministers. This tactic was justified on the grounds of speed because Scottish Ministers are now taking far longer to reach decisions than Local Authorities.

Step 5: If consent is granted, prepare the way for extensions at a later date having established the principle that windfarms are acceptable in a Regional Park.

From the developers perspective the advice they have received is sound. From the Regional Park’s position, nothing has changed, only the timing. If windfarms are allowed in the Regional Park, it will be destroyed as a place for recreation with unfettered rights of access under the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003. WHL’s ‘reduced’ scheme is still four times bigger than that built at Wardlaw Wood above Dalry and for which that developer has recently applied to double in size from 6 to 12 turbines.
WHL also confirmed that their plan to build a Hydrogen manufacturing and storage plant in Glengarnock was still very much part of their overall strategy and would also be the subject of a planning application. 

Beware developers bearing gifts. They may not tell untruths but they have been known to mislead! Those of us trying to save the Regional Park from destruction will not be misled and we urge everyone who cares for the Park to be aware of what is going on and continue opposition to the industrialisation of this wonderful area.  (It is now clear from the latest WHL leaflet that the output is now below 50MW threshold so the planning application will be submitted to North Ayrshire Council and not to .the Scottish Executive).

Election Results 

Congratulations to the following Council candidates who have been elected and have confirmed they are prepared to campaign for the policies of the Glasgow & Clyde Valley Joint Structure Plan, the Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan  & Local  Plans insofar as they seek to protect the Park as a valued upland resource of strategic importance, from inappropriate development.

North Ayrshire 
Kilbirnie & Beith – 

John Bell
labour

Craig Taylor
SNP

Jean Highgate 
Independent
North Coast & Cumbraes -

Elizabeth Marshall,  Conservative                              

Inverclyde

East – 

David Wison, 
Conservative
West –
Ronnie Ahlfeld, 
Independent
Renfrewshire 

Johnstone North, Kilbarchan & Lochwinnoch –
David Arthur
SNP

Bruce McFee
SNP

Congratulations to following successful Scottish Parliamentary candidates who, if elected  confirmed they were prepared to campaign for Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park and all other Regional Parks to be protected from all industrial development including windfarms.

Cunninghame North - 

Kenneth Gibson

SNP

Glasgow Cathcart –

Davina Rankin,             Conservative

LWFAG’s 1st AGM
A well attended meeting was held in Beith on 23rd May. Nigel Willis thanked all the members for their tremendous support throughout the previous year. He went on to point out that regrettably this campaign was likely to go on for a long time and that it is  extremely important that the developers, landowners and politicians know that your committee speaks for a very large number of people committed to the cause of keeping our Park free from industrial development including windfarms. Without a strong membership, the job of dealing with MSPs, Councils and the many other organisations involved would be even more difficult than it already is. He appealed to all members to do their very best to recruit new members. 

Many members had also turned out around the area to persuade people to sign objection forms and he congratulated them on their increasing success rate.
Nigel then went on to pay particular thanks to the members of the Management Committee, the Planning Group, Media Group and the  Events and fundraising Group. These members had devoted a vast amount of time, effort and personal expense to our cause. He added that the Media Group had been usefully backed up by a lot of people writing letters to the editors of various newspapers – very useful, keep it up. The Community Channel would form a great record of the campaign.

He also thanked all those organisations and individuals who have donated prizes, sponsored events and our website during the year; their generosity was greatly appreciated.

Sybil Simpson talked about the Scottish Parliamentary Petition that we are working up and we should have more news on that for our next Newsletter.
Invited guests from a large number of community Councils, Charlie Woodward, Manager of CMRP and the newly elected MSP for Cunninghame North, Kenneth Gibson arrived in time to hear our Speaker, John Phillips, who gave an excellent and most informative talk on The Scandal on the Braes of Doune and the lessons to be learnt by those campaigning to save CMRP. He told us about a long list of horror stories of pollution to burns and rivers in the River Teith Special Conservation (SAC) and about the serious under-performance of the paid officials who should have been monitoring the situation. A complaint has been lodged with the EC in Brussels after taking advice from a QC and noted Fisheries expert.
John Phillips urged LWFAG to fight all CMRP proposals on arguments based on carbon balance and peat stability with great vigour because for sites on deep peat, the carbon savings are largely illusory and the risks of a slip too dreadful to contemplate.   He also said that the Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan and the Glasgow & Clyde Valley Joint Structure Plan were important tools in the fight to preserve CMRP.

There were many lessons for LWFAG to learn. Sybil Simpson gave the vote of thanks.
In a statement following the meeting, Kenneth Gibson said  "The SNP is resolutely opposed to the construction of large scale 

onshore windfarms proposed for areas of natural beauty such as Muirshiel Regional Park” and 

 “SNP Minister Stewart Stevenson MSP has confirmed that the application of SNP policy will therefore be a major consideration when deciding the future of any such projects," and
" As Scotland currently has an over capacity in electricity generation there is currently no need for the construction of either new nuclear power stations or onshore windfarms”

Sponsored Family Fun Walk & Bicycle ride
When?               Sunday 24th June
Where from? Tesco’s car park, Kilbirnie

Starting at   13.00 Hrs
Where to?    Lochwinnoch via the cycle track.
Sponsorship sheets enclosed

Have fun and help raise money for our fighting fund; we will be needing it.
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Have you renewed your LWFAG subscription for 2007? 


Some people haven’t; are you one of them?


Please send membership fees to Archie Simpson, South Fairhills Farm, Lochwinnoch PA12 4DN





Name/s………………………………………………………………………..





Address…………………………………………………………………..……………..……………..…………….


……………………………….……….





Tel No………………………………


E.mail address………………………………………………………………………..





Please tick:-


          Adult                              £10


          Student / Senior Citizen £  5


          Family membership       £15 











How should members and supporters react to the opportunity to attend WHL’s exhibitions? 


Your committee’s recommendation is to attend as many and as often as you can!     Ask lots of questions:- 


Planning justification when the Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan and the Glasgow & Clyde Valley Structure Plans supported by the Local plans are very clear where they want windfactories to be placed and it isn’t in CMRP?


Why pursue this when it is totally against the objects of CMRP and the whole concept of CMRP?


Why are they pursuing this when the new Scottish Government are saying they don’t want more onshore wind factories? 


Ask about site access, and the public road routes from Ayr and Ardrossan; there are clearly two accesses to the hill, one to the west of the Garnock and another to the east.


State concern about pollution of the River Garnock considering what happened at Derrybrien and the Braes of Doune.


Ask technical questions and point out that their real interest is to make a vast amount of money at the electricity consumer’s expense and from Renewable Obligation Certificates (ROCs).and has nothing to do with saving the planet. 


Most importantly of all, when given an opportunity to fill in one of their questionnaire / comment forms, take it and print in large letters. THERE SHOULD BE NO WIND FACTORIES IN THE REGIONAL PARK.





Please encourage everyone you know to go along and do the same!











